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MEASURING CHAIN FOR CHECKING THE VIBRATION  

OF MECHANICAL PARTS 
Urgency of the research. Interest in this topic is aroused, because mechanical vibration may damage the machinery or 

parts of machine. Therefore, it is appropriate to design systems that detect problems. Also these systems can help in the time-
ly replacement of the worn part.  

Target setting. The main goal is to design a system that can detect in a timely manner a problem that could destroy the 
device. It is therefore necessary to design systems that can record this. 

Actual scientific researches and issues analysis. In recent years, there has been an increase in demand for equipment that can 
detect a timely problem. Many such devices already exist and are still being upgraded. This industry is called vibrodiagnostics. 

Uninvestigated parts of general matters defining. This paper is focused on the analysis of mechanical systems and the 
creation of a measuring chain.  

The research objective. The aim of this research is to analyse the mechanical systems and the assembly of the measur-
ing chain. The functionality of the device can be verified on this measuring chain. Whether or not it is suitable for operation. 
In the future these systems will be upgraded with software that better records the vibrations.  

The statement of basic materials. The analysis consists of basic information about mechanical systems and sensors. The defini-
tion of this problem is described below. Based on this knowledge of mechanical systems, a measurement chain was designed.  

Conclusions. Our vision is to implement knowledge of mechanical systems not only on a simple fan stator. Problems of vibrodi-
agnostics are still progressing and increasingly in technical practice. We would continue to do more testing on more complex devices.  

Keywords: mechanical vibration; mechanical systems; damage; vibrodiagnostics. 
Fig.: 5. Table: 1. References: 9. 

Problem definition. The operation of each machine produces effects that cause the ma-
chine to oscillate. Increasing the performance of the device leads to an increase in the level of 
dynamic effects, which results in unfavorable consequences, namely a reduction in the service 
life, reliability and, above all, wear of the machine parts of the device. However, the oscilla-
tion cannot be completely eliminated and therefore a certain permissible value is prescribed 
for each device. Compliance with this standard ensures long-term and trouble-free operation 
of the device. Each machinery should include its continuous vibration diagnostics coupled 
with monitoring of the operation to enable its immediate control of the operating parameters. 

The accuracy of production, technological assembly, used material of its parts, loading, etc. 
also have a significant influence on the oscillation of the device itself. Analytical, numerical and 
experimental methods of mechanics, which are part of the analysis of machines and equipment, 
are used to solve the vibration problem. In many cases, they are the only possible procedure for 
determining real dynamic parameters. There are already enough publications in this area. The 
importance of solving this issue is versatile, because the solution of this issue can prevent un-
necessary waste of economic resources and, in extreme cases, loss of life [1]. 

Problems of mechanical systems and their oscillations, therefore the Fig.1 shows the distri-
bution of oscillating processes. The distribution is given by STN ISO 2014 and in this standard 
vibration is understood to be a change in the time value of the defining quantity of the vibration 
that expresses the movement or position of the mechanical system when the defining quantity is 
alternately greater or less than a certain average or reference value. The aim of the research is to 
get acquainted with the possibilities of vibrodiagnostics. To accomplish the goal there were 
such tasks. To describe the Fourier transformation and assemble the measurement chain [2]. 

 
Fig. 1. Oscillating processes 
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Sensors for measuring mechanical vibration. A measuring device is a set of instruments 
that works by obtaining at its output information y (t) about the time course of the quantity x (t) 
that acts on the input of this device. In order to obtain complete information about the measured 
quantity, it is necessary to know the transmission properties of the measuring device used 
(e.g. sensitivity, working range, linearity, etc.) [3].  

At Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a measuring device for measuring mechanical vibration. 
Transmitter I transmits mechanical vibration from the measured object to the sensor. An exam-
ple of such a transfer member is e.g. clamp for fastening the sensor to the measured object, 
glued connection of the sensor to the object, etc. The sensor contains a detecting element that 
determines the physical nature of the sensor output signal [4].  

Sensors:  
• absolute and relative,  
• touch and non-touch, 
• mechanical, 
• hydraulic,  
• pneumatic,  
• optical, 
• electrical,  
• active or passive.  

 
Fig. 2. Measurement block diagram 

A transducer is a device that extracts energy from one system and supplies energy in the 
same or in another form to another system so that the required input energy characteristics are 
present in the output energy. The converter transforms the quantity obtained by the sensor in-
to another analog physical quantity. The main types of electromechanical converters are: 

• piezoelectric, piezoresistive, 
• electrostatic transducer, 
• magnetostrictive transducer, 
• inductive – electronic transducer, 
• moving coil transducer. 
Frequency analysis of vibration. There are methods for analysing the time wave itself and 

are very effective for some disorders. But this is not the most common way to analyse vibra-
tions. The most commonly used so-called. Frequency analysis. The basic consideration of how 
to analyse vibrations in more detail is shown at Fig. 3. Each time wave consists of contributions 
from individual vibrating parts, mostly with different frequencies. Frequency analysis is a tool 
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that is able to show these individual contributions directly. Vibration diagnostics detects a ma-
chine error based on the frequency components that occur in the vibration spectrum. Frequency 
analysis is performed by Fourier transform (Fourier series decomposition) [5]. 

 
Fig. 3. Principle of frequency analysis 

The function x (t), which is periodic at time T, can be expressed as an infinite sequence 
in the form:  �(%) = *�1 +∑ =u� w�/(B�%) + �� /5B(B�%)@	; 	� = 	 1 :¡�k0 .  (1) 

This relation means that the original function x (t) can be composed of infinitely many si-
nusoidal waveforms that have different amplitudes and their frequencies are multiples of the 
fundamental frequency �. The coefficients an and bn are Fourier or spectral coefficients of the 
function x (t) and are calculated from: u� =	 1: ¢ �(%) w�/(B�%) �%	:�       (2) 	�� =	 1: ¢ �(%) /5B(B�%) �%:�          (3) 

When working with measured vibration signals, we consider the function to be periodic in 
the measured interval T. Current signal analysers do not work with a continuous time wave, 
but the measured signal passes at the input to the A / D analyser (analog / digital), which rec-
ords the time wave as a sequence of N discrete values with regular time intervals in the T in-
terval is called discretization. The discretized function x (t), which is defined on the set N of 
individual time moments tk, (k = 1 ... N), can be written as a finite Fourier series: 

�mG= �(%m)H = *�1 +g £u�w�/ x1 �y¤: ~ + ��/5B x1 �y¤: ~¥	; 	$ = 1…7§��k0   (4) 

Fourier coefficients are often displayed in the form of amplitude cn and phase φn: w�G= (%m)H = 	4u�1 + ��1         (5) ¨� = uvw% x6 ©�*�~      (6)  

�mG= �(%m)H = 	 *�1 +g £c«	cos x1 �y¤: + ¨�~¥­/1
�k0     (7) 

This form of Fourier transform is called a Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT). The resul-
ting Fourier series, or a set of sinusoidal waveforms from which the original time wave can be 
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composed, is called the frequency spectrum. Thus, by Fourier transform, we transmit infor-
mation about vibrations from the time domain where the individual events are mixed to the 
frequency domain in which each event is represented by a separate sinusoidal waveform cor-
responding to the frequency (frequency or spectral line) [7]. 

The basic relationship between sample length T, the number of discrete values N, the sample 
rate fs and the range and resolution of the frequency spectrum applies. The range of the spec-
trum is 0-fmax, where fmax is the Nyquist frequency and the line resolution in the spectrum is Δf: ∆¯ = 	 0: =	 °±9        (8) 

²̄³´ = 	 °±1 = 	 01 	 . 9:         (9) 

In current analysers is used algorithm called Fast Fourier Transform (FFT), where N is the 
integer power of number 2. In fact, the upper frequency limitation of the spectrum fmax is 
somewhat reduced from the theoretical value (e.g. for N = 211, 1024 frequency lines are not 
used, but only 800). 

The basic principles of vibration diagnostics consist in consistent and correct measurement of 
mechanical vibration of machines and structures in industrial or laboratory environments. Vib-
rodiagnostics can be briefly compared to ECG examinations of the human body in health care, 
even if another physical factor is measured and analysed and, of course, the method of measure-
ment and analysis is applied. However, the objectives of the two different fields are common. In 
the case of ECG, to determine the health status of a person - in particular the heart as the engine of 
the human body and in the case of vibrodiagnostics determine the technical condition of the ma-
chines, including the various drives, without decommissioning and disassembly [8]. 

Realization of the proposed measuring chain. The object of measurement was a fan, 
which represented the analysed rotary machine. For measurement, uniaxial acceleration sen-
sors Brüel&Kjær 4507B were used, which were applied to the fixed part of the fan at a posi-
tion above its rotor. Tab. 1 is shown parameters of used sensors for measuring [9]. 

Table  
Accelerometer parameters 

sensitivity 9,927 mV / ms-2 
frequency range 0,3 Hz – 6 kHz 
measuring range ± 700 ms-2 peak (± 71 g peak) 

The sensors were applied to measure acceleration in three directions: radial - horizontal 
direction, radial - vertical direction, axial direction, Fig. 4. 

 
Fig. 4. Sensors on stator of motor 

The sensors were connected to the USB 4431 A / D converter, which was connected to a 
computer via a USB interface. This type of converter has 4 analog inputs and 1 output. After 
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the wiring of the sensors, the power supply, the converter and the computer, the measurement 
was made. The proposed chain works and the measurements were performed. The measure-
ments will be processed. At Fig. 5 is shown proposed measuring chain. 

 
Fig. 5. Measuring chain 

Conclusions. Based on the described analysis, we became acquainted with the measure-
ment by means of vibrodiagnostics. In the future, we would like to make multiple measure-
ments, using other sensors, on machinery and thus verify the measurement chain in practice. 
This chain should continuously monitor the oscillations on the devices. For more accurate 
measurement it is necessary to create data collection. This method could be used to detect 
machine failure in a timely manner.  
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ВИМІРЮВАЛЬНИЙ КАНАЛ ДЛЯ ОЦІНКИ ВІБРАЦІЇ ДЕТАЛЕЙ МЕХАНІКИ 

Актуальність теми дослідження. Інтерес до цієї теми підвищений, оскільки механічні вібрації можуть пош-
кодити машини або деталі машини. Тому доцільно розробити системи, що виявляють ці проблеми. Також ці сис-
теми можуть допомогти в своєчасній заміні зношеної деталі. 

Постановка проблеми. Основна мета - розробити систему, яка зможе вчасно виявити проблему, яка могла б 
зруйнувати пристрій. Тому необхідно розробити системи, які можуть це реєструвати. 

Аналіз останніх досліджень і публікацій. В останні роки спостерігається зростання попиту на обладнання, 
яке може вчасно виявити ці проблеми. Багато таких пристроїв вже існують і все ще оновлюються. Ця галузь нази-
вається вібродіагностикою. 

Виділення недосліджених частин загальної проблеми. Ця стаття присвячена аналізу механічних систем та 
створенню вимірювального каналу. 

Постановка завдання. Метою цього дослідження є аналіз механічних систем та складання вимірювального кана-
лу. Функціональність пристрою можна перевірити на цьому вимірювальному каналі. Придатний він для експлуатації 
чи ні. В майбутньому ці системи будуть модернізовані програмним забезпеченням, яке краще реєструють вібрації. 

Виклад основного матеріалу. Аналіз складається з основної інформації про механічні системи та датчики. Визна-
чення цієї проблеми описано нижче. На основі цих знань механічних систем був розроблений вимірювальний канал. 

Висновки відповідно до статті. Наше бачення - впроваджувати знання механічних систем не лише на звичай-
ному вентиляторі. Проблеми вібродіагностики все ще прогресують і все частіше в технічній практиці. Ми будемо 
продовжувати тестування на більш складних пристроях. 

Ключові слова: механічні вібрації; механічні системи; пошкодження; вібродіагностика. 
Рис.: 5. Табл.: 1. Бібл.: 9. 
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